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A  VOYAGE  OF  fVILLIAM  BELSaAJV. 


CHAPTER  L 

I  was  born  in  the  year  1802,  on  the  27th  day  of 
May,  of  honest  and  industrious  parents.  About  the 
age  of  eleven  years,  I  engaged  myself  on  board  a 
vessel  upon  trial  as  an  apprentice.  We  put  to  sea, 
but  our  ship  springing  a  dangerous  leak,  we  were 
obliged  to  put  back  to  Liverpool,  the  port  from 
which  we  started,  where  we  got  a  thorough  repair. 
My  parents  were  soon  aware  of  my  disposition,  and 
though  my  mother  objected  to  my  following  such  a 
dangerous  life,  yet  my  father  seemed  determined  I 
should  go ;  and  though  the  brig  was  only  destined 
for  Dublin,  he  believed  this  short  trip  would  give 
me  enough  of  the  disasters  of  a  seafaring  life.  In- 
deed T  was  not  anxious  to  venture  again  in  this  ves- 
sel, she  was  so  old  and  creaky,  and  as  a  nQ\y  ship 
was  then  about  to  sail  to  the  West  Indies,  I  was  de- 
termined  to  run  away  from  the  former,  and  join  the 
latter.  I  did  so,  but  fearing  to  return  for  my  pa- 
rents, I  absented  myself  from  home  for  two  days; 
at  the  end  of  which,  hunger  compelled  me  to  return, 
and  gladly  my  poor  mother  received  me  with  open 
arms,  as  she  had  just  beard  that  the  ship  was  lost, 
and  all  hands  on  board  had  perished. 

Both  my  father  and  mother  thought  from  the  dan- 
gers I  had  encountered  that  I  should  think  no  more 
of  going  to  sea — still  I  was  determined.  My  mo- 
ther, kind-hearted  soul,  persuaded  me  to  go  to  some 
trade.  1  was  first  put  to  a  watchmaker,  and  succes- 
sively to  a  shoemaker  and  a  trunk  maker.  Her  care 
of  me  was  in  vain,  for  to  sea  I  would  go ;  and  as  she 
found  it  would  be  m  vain  to  stop  me,  interceded 
with  a  captain  who  was  boarding  at  my  aunt's,  and 
bound  me  to  him  for  five  years ;  thinking  as  he  was 
paying  his  addresses  to  my  aUnfs  daughter,  he  wo»^* ' 
treat  me  more  kindly.    The  vessel  was  a  ^ 


6 

brig  bound  for  Leg-born,  and  I  soon  found  out  to 
my  sorrow  that  the  captain  was  a  sharp  and  very 
austere  man.  In  1817  we  set  sail,  and  after  beings 
two  days  out,  a  violent  storm  arose  which  lasted  for 
several  days;  during  this  time  my  thoughts  recurred 
to  the  comfortable  home  1  had  left,  my  heart  grew 
sad  at  the  danger  that  threatened  us,  and  the  vessel 
being  new  and  every  part  of  her  working  very  stiff, 
most  of  the  men's  hands  got  so  very  sore,  that  the 
captain,  mate,  and  one  man,  were  the  only  men  able 
to  work  her.  Owing  to  the  contrary  winds  and  very 
bad  weather,  we  were  obliged  to  run  into  the  port 
of  Milford  Haven,  in  South  Wales,  and  here  T  saw 
the  principle  and  disposition  of  our  cruel  captain. 

As  it  pleased  God,  the  cook  was  taken  ill  of  a 
fever  and  ague,  and  not  able  to  perform  his  duties. 
When  the  captain  was  informed  of  it,  he  went  to 
him,  and  began  cursing  and  calling  him  a  Mazy 
lubber ;'  he  the  captain  went  down  below,  put  a  rope 
round  the  sick  man's  neck,  and  lugged  him  out  of 
his  hammock ;  the  poor  fellow  managed  to  crawl 
upon  deck  and  rest  himself  against  the  coppers,  when 
his  unfeeling  master  got  a  rope  two  inches  and  a 
quarter  thick,  and  struck  him  with  it  several  times  ; 
after  which  he  proceeded,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
first  and  second  mate,  to  strip  him  of  his  clothes ; 
and  the  first  mate,  who  was  as  great  a  tyrant  as  his 
master,  threw  several  buckets  of  salt  water  over 
biin,  while  the  second  mate  scrubbed  him  with  a 
hard  brush.  Though  commanded  to  assist  in  per- 
forming this  hardened  cruelty,  the  men  refused  to 
have  any  hand  in  the  affair,  and  retired  below  to 
consult  how  they  could  get  away  from  such  a  com- 
mander, and  while  doing  so,  a  boat  came  alongside 
of  our  ship,  in  which  were  four  men  and  a  gentle- 
man, the  latter  demanding  to  know  if  there  was  a 
man  going  to  be  murdered  on  board.     The  captain 

replied  no — that  his  black  b-- r  of  a  cook  was 

pretending  to  be  ill,  but  that  he  would  soon  cure 
him  I  The  gentleman  on  such  a  base  reply,  imme- 
diately cried  shame,  and  told  the  cook  to  keep  up 


his  spirits,  and  he  would  shortly  see  justice  done 
him.  He  then  ordered  the  boat  to  be  rowed  ashore, 
during  which  the  three  cruel  tyrants  laid  the  cook 
across  the  windlass,  and  there  ill  used  him  as  before, 
swearing  and  using  the  most  abusive  language.  Soon 
after  this  the  captain  came  below  where  I  was  at 
work,  washed  his  hands,  after  giving  me  two  or 
three  violent  kicks,  then  ordered  the  boat  to  be  got 
ready  that  he  might  go  on  shore  to  satisfy  the  authori- 
ties.— Scarcely  was  the  boat  got  ready,  when  the 
same  boat  which  came  alongside  before,  was  near 
close  upon  us,  with  six  men  in  her;  they  were  speedi- 
ly on  board,  and  having  showed  their  warrants,  told 
the  captain  he  must  come  with  them ;  he  swore  he 
would  not  quit  his  vessel  and  leave  her  in  the  hands 
of  common  seamen.  One  of  the  constables  made  a 
reply,  saying  it  must  be  left  to  the  black  man,  mean- 
ing the  cook,  whether  he  wished  them  to  be  taken 
or  not;  the  latter  was  asked,  who  granted  leave  for 
the  first  mate  to  remain,  and  the  captain  and  second 
mate  to  be  secured.  Accordingly  after  much  par- 
ley, the  captain,  cook,  and  second  mate,  were  taken 
into  the  boat,  to  appear  before  the  magistrates,  but 
thQ  result  of  the  enquiry  I  was  not  in  possession  of, 
only  that  the  captain  was  compelled  to  pay  sixty 
pounds  for  the  support  of  the  cook  and  for  a  doctor. 

After  lying  about  a  fortnight  in  the  river,  one 
morning  early  we  received  orders  from  the  captain 
to  get  under  way,  but  to  our  surprise  the  same  boat 
%nd  two  constables  came  for  the  first  and  second 
nate  to  go  again  before  the  magistrates,  who  order- 
ed them  to  pay  fifty  pounds  each  before  they  could 
be  set  at  liberty,  as  the  black  man  was  very  ill :  the 

first  mate  replied  that  he  would  see  the  cook  d d 

before  he  would  give  him  any  thing.  On  the  magis- 
trates hearing  this  impertinent  language,  they  com- 
mitted them  to  Pembroke  castle  to  take  their  trials. 
The  captain  used  all  the  means  he  could  to  get  them 
released,  but  in  vain,  and  he  was  forced  to  ship  ano- 
ther mate  and  two  seamen. 

The  reader  may  suppose  the  consternation  I  was 


in,  on  seeing  such  cruelty  practised  on  board  the 
ship  by  the  master,  and   heartily  did  I  vvish  myself 
at  home  again  with  my  affectionate  parents.     I  was 
ruminating  on  my  hard  fate  one  day,  when  a  thought 
came  into  my  head  that  I  would  try  to  make  my 
escape,  by  stealing  the  boat  in  the  night.     That  very 
night  it  being  my  watch  upon  deck,  when  all  hands 
w^ere  asleep  on  board,    I  stole  into  the  forecastle, 
packed  up  part  of  my  apparel  in  a  bag,  went  aft 
on  the  poop,  hauled  the  boat  under  the  stern,  and 
threv¥  my  bag  into  it.     .1  then  endeavoured  to  haul 
the  boat  alongside,  close  to  the  gangway,  the  wind 
being  so  rough,  and  the  tide  running  a  strong  cur- 
rent, caused  it  to  bound    so   violently   against  the 
side  of  the  ship,   that  the  noise   awoke   the  chief 
mate,  who  coming  upon  deck  enquired  what  was 
the  matter  ?     I  made  an  excuse,  by  saying,  ^  I  was 
giving  the  boat  more  penter.'     He  ordered  me  to 
make  less  noise,  and  then  went  below  to  his  ham- 
mock.    1  began  now   to   have  but  poor  hopes  of 
making  my  escape,  went  and  sat  down  for  about 
an  hour,  thinking  the  mate  might  go  to  sleep  again. 
Supposing  all  was  right,  I  tried  to  get  the  boat  to 
the  gangway  on  the  other  side  of  the  vessel;  after 
doing  so,  I  put  an  oar  in  the  boat,  and  finding  it 
was  fast  in  the  main  sheet,    I  was  obliged  to  cut 
it  away. 

J  ust  us  I  was  preparing  to  make  a  start,  the  mate 
came  on  deck  again,  and  demanded  to  know  what 
I  was  doing  ?  I  then  stammered  and  said,  that  ^  1 
was  making  the  boat  more  secure,  and  giving  it 
more  penter.'  He  then  belaboured  me  most  un- 
mercifully, and  swore  be  would  give  it  me  worse 
if  he  caught  me  again  upon  the  poop  that  night ; 
yet  he  was  ignorant  of  my  intentions. 

I  now  savv  the  hopelessness  of  my  case,  went  be- 
low in  the  forecastle,  awoke  one  of  the  men,  and 
told  him  the  trouble  I  was  in.  This  man  told  the 
mate,  and  on  the  captain  returning  the  following 
morning,  I  was  summoned  into  his  presence.  The 
captain  finding  I  had  hid  myself,  came  on  deck  with 
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a  rope's  end  in  his  hand,  stamping  and  roaring  like 
a  bull,  and  ordered  an  immediate  search  to  be  made ; 
this  was  immediately  commenced  by  all  hands,  but 
in  vain.  Upon  this  the  captain  observed,  *  I  hope 
that  the  b r  has  not  fallen  overboard  :  more  like- 
ly, said  one  of  the  crew,  you  have  frightened  him 
so  that  he  has  jumped  overboard  himself.  I  hope 
not  said  the  captain,  as  I've  had  bother  enough  with 
that  black  nasty  nigger  of  a  cook,  and  1  don't  know 
how  I  shall  be  able  to  get  out  of  that  scrape.'  So 
you  perceive,  kind  reader,  how  conscience  troubled 
his  guilty  mind,  and  so  it  will  be  with  all  those  who 
rule  tyranically. 

The  night  came  on,  and  I  still  kept  in  my  hiding 
place.  At  length  the  new  cook  came  below  for 
coals;  I  called  him  by  name,  he  started  back,  think- 
ing, like  the  rest  of  the  ship's  company,  that  I  had 
thrown  myself  overboard.  I  begged  him  to  make 
intercession  with  the  captain  for  me,  as  I  was  afraid 
he  would  murder  me:  be  then  went  to  the  captain 
and  told  him  I  was  living,  and  the  latter  smiled  to 
hear  it,  promising  if  I  returned  to  my  duty  he  would 
forgive  me ;  he  returned,  acquainting  me  of  what 
the  captain  said,  and  persuaded  me  to  come  on  deck. 
On  coming  upon  deck  and  hearing  the  cabin  bell 
ring,  I  went  and  answered  it ;  and  when  I  came  be- 
fore the  captain  he  stamped  and  swore  and  gave  me 
a  violent  kick,  and  ordered  me  to  light  a  candle ; 
after  1  had  done  so,  1  fell  upon  my  knees  and  beg- 
ged for  mercy,  and  said  I  would  do  every  thing  in 
my  power  to  please  him :  he  cursed,  and  ordered 
me  upon  deck. 

Some  short  time  after,  our  ship's  owner,  (Mr. 
Taylor  of  Liverpool)  came,  and  having  heard  all 
the  particulars,  be  asked  me  the  reason  of  my  at- 
tempting to  run  away ;  I  gave  him  little  satisfaction, 
but  told  him  I  wished  myself  at  home  again.  Mr. 
Taylor  got  the  first  and  second  mate  their  liberty  by 
paying  twenty  pounds  each  for  them.  I  was  sorry 
to  see  them  come  on  board  any  more,  as  I  thought 
they  richly  deserved  to  suffer  the  punishment  of  the 
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law.  But  money  will  do  ^reat  tbiiisifs  in  this  world, 
yet  they  will  have  to  answer  for  it  in  the  next,  with- 
out  they  repent ;  but  I  will  leave  that  to  them,  and 
hope  they  will  repent  of  their  sins  before  they  leave 
this  world.  I  will  acquaint  my  reader  what  became 
of  the  cook  in  another  part  of  my  pamphlet. 

We  now  set  sail  with  a  favourable  wind  bound  for 
Leghorn.     We  had  not  been  long  at  sea  before  I 
found  that  the'  captain  had  not  forgiven  me  ;  for  one 
day  as  it  was  blowing  a  sharp  breeze,  when  the  cook 
having  hid  a  tea  cup  of  fat  under  the  coppers,  it 
rolled  from  under  and  broke.     The  captain  seeing 
this,  he  called  me  upon  deck,  and    enquired   how 
that  came  there ;  I  told  him  the  truth,  saying  that  I 
did  not  know.     Upon  hearing  this  he  went  in  a  most 
dreadful  passion,  laid  hold  of  my  jacket  with  one 
hand  and  my  trousers  with  the  other,  lifted  me  up 
and  flung  me  with  great  violence  against  the  side  of 
the  long-boat.     I  fell  on  one  of  the  ring-bolts,  and 
cut  my  ancle  dreadfully,  which  has  left  a  mark   for 
life ;  he  then  kicked  and  flogged  me  with  a  rope's 
end  till  1  could  scarcely  walk.     After  the  captain 
had  left  me  I  was  assisted  by  one  of  the  men  to  go 
be!ow  in  the  forecastle,  where  1  remained  for  about 
eight  or  nine  days  ;  1  was  obliged  to  crawl  up  and 
down  on  my  hands  and  knees,  as  I  had   nothing  to 
apply  to  my  ancle ;  it  swelled  much,  and  the  wound 
became  dreadful  and  corrupted,  discharging,  with  a 
most  offensive  smell.     The  cook  advised  me  to  wash 
it  with  warm  .salt  beef  brine,  which  1  found  to  be 
very  painful,  but  thanks  be  to  God,  it  soon  gave  me 
relief,  as  1  got  able  to  crawl  upon  deck  at  needful 
times.     But  one  day  as  I  was  on  deck,  the  captain 
seeing  me  for  the  first  time,  asked  me  how  I  was, 
and  .whether  I  was  able  to  work,  saying,  if  I  could 
come  upon  deck  I  must  be  able  to  work,  so  come 
and  see  if  you  can  make  yourself  useful ;  I  follow- 
ed him  on  my  hands  and  knees.     My  trousers  by 
this  time  was  worn  out,  and  my  knees  were  very 
sore,  but  thanks  be  to  God  I  at  last  got  that  I  could 
walk  on  mv  feet  a^ain.     I  was  then  ordered  to  attend 
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OR  the  cabin;  I  did  not  like,  for  I  could  not  bear 
the  captain  to  look  at  me.  For  a  few  days  things 
went  on  well,  as  I  did  not  receive  one  blow,  but  not 
missing  plenty  of  oaths  and  curses,  which  was  bis 
common  practice.  1  hope  God  will  forj^ive  him,  as 
1  now  do,  though  at  that  time  1  thought  I  could 
never  have  forgiven  him,  but  now  I  do  forgive  all, 
in  hopes  that  the  Lord  will  forgive  me  my  own  sins. 
The  captain  soon  got  tired  of  being  quiet,  for  he 
ordered  that  the  men  in  the  forecastle  should  have 
no  light  at  night,  saying  that  they  must  do  without 
it,  for  he  had  not  too  much  oil  for  the  binacaliamp, 
let  alone  the  forecastle  one ;  so  the  men  to  please 
him  did  as  well  as  they  could  without  a  light.  The 
weather  becoming  stormy,  and  the  cook  knowing 
that  the  captain  had  a  great  quantity  of  candies  in 
store,  made  free  to  secret  two  in  the  forecastle, 
which  he  unfortunately  missed :  he  instantly  called 
to  me,  and  asked  if  I  knew  any  thing  of  them. 
Upon  declaring  my  innocence,  he  knocked  me  down, 
and  threatened  what  he  would  do  if  he  found  1  had 
taken  them.  The  first  mate  went  forward  to  the 
forecastle,  and  made  a  strict  search  and  found  them ; 
he  asked  the  men  concerning  the  candles,  they  all 
said  they  knew  nothing  about  them.  The  captain 
hearing  this  he  immediately  grasped  me  by  the  hair 

of  my  head,  and  said  you  d ^d  rascal  you  are  found 

out.  1  still  declared  my  innocence.  The  cook, 
seeing  the  anger  of  the  captain,  immediately  stepped 
forward  and  said.  Sir,  the  boy  is  innocent,  for  I  took 
the  candies,  as  there  are  plenty  of  them  in  store,  and 
I  thought  it  was  hard  that  the  men  must  be  confined 
in  darkness. such  rough  weather  as  it  then  was,  and 
candies  being  so  plentiful  on  board,  but  the  other 
cowardly  fellows  sneaked  auay  afraid  of  the  captain's 
anger,  instead  of  coming  forward  like  men.  After 
the  captain  had  heard  this,  he  called  the  first  and 
second  mates,  and  ordered  them  to  seize  him.  They 
did  as  the  captain  ordered  them,  and  dragged  him 
to  the  cat  head,  stripped  his  trousers  down  and  bound 
him  with  a  rope ;  then  the  captain  flogged  him  on 
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the  backside  severely,  as  if  be  had  only  been  a  boy; 
and  though  only  a  boy  myself,  I  wondered  why  the 
men  would  stand  such  treatment,  and  not  turn  against 
the  captain  and  mate.  But  I  must  inform  the  reader 
that  there  was  not  a  spirited  man  on  board  the  vessel 
except  one,  and  he  was  the  second  mate,  but  the 
captain  had  got  him  to  do  as  he  liked  for  the  sake 
of  a  glass  of  grog. 

Our  captain  was  a  stout  young  man,  and  very 
proud.  He  would  walk  along  the  deck  as  if  he  was 
some  great  monarch,  so  that  every  one  was  afraid 
of  him.  After  he  had  satisfied  himself  in  his  cruelty 
to  this  poor  man  he  had  been  flogging,  I  perceived 
him  coming  towards  the  cabin  with  the  same  piece 
of  rope  in  his  hands.  As  soon  as  he  came  up  to  me, 
he  laid  hold  of  me  and  threw  me  down  on  one  of 
the  seats,  then  flogged  me  in  a  most  dreadful  man- 
ner; he  then  went  upon  deck.  I  was  in  a  most 
dreadful  condition,  and  could  scarcely  rise.  I  thought 
if  he  returned  and  found  me  there,  he  might  finish 
me,  so  I  got  to  the  companion  ladder  and  sat  me 
down,  and  was  a  long  time  before  I  could  get  over 
the  flogging  1  had  received.  Indeed  I  never  was 
without  black  flesh  and  wounds  whilst  I  was  on  board 
that  vessel. 

When  we  were  about  two  or  three  days  sail  of  the 
gut  of  Gibraltar,  our  captain  spied  a  large  brig,  on 
which  he  said  to  the  chief  mate  he  did  not  like  the 
appearance  of  that  vessel,  as  there  were  so  many  on 
board.  The  captain  and  mate  consulted  together, 
and  ordered  our  men  to  put  our  vessel  before  the 
wind  or  nearly,  so  we  soon  got  out  of  sight  of  her ; 
the  captain  believed  her  to  be  an  Algerine  pirate. 

About  five  or  six  hours  after,  which  was  about 
>nine  o'elock  at  night,  we  altered  our  course  again, 
and  to  our  surprise  about  one  the  next  morning  she 
made  her  appearance  close  under  our  stern  before 
we  perceived  her,  it  being  so  dark ;  she  then  put 
about  and  steered  the  same  course  as  ourselves  till 
she  came  alongside,  so  near  that  we  expected  they 
would  entangle  themselves  with  us  and  board  us. 
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The  Cciptain  ordered  the  mate  to  call  the  men  aft, 
and  swore  we  must  all  fioht  if  they  offered  to  board 
us.  The  second  mate  said  to  the  captain  would  it 
not  be  better  to  put  our  vessel  ag-aln  before  the  ^vind, 
as  we  Would  soon  leave  her  a!?tern.  The  captain 
replied  no,  no,  and  snatching-  up  a  speaking- trumpet 
be  hailed  her,  *  lirii^  a  boa,'  w  hich  they  did  not  an- 
swer, but  went  a  little  a-head  of  us,  hove  to,  and 
waited  till  we  came  up  wiih  her;  our  captain  hailed 
her  again,  but  n.ceived  no  answer.  He  then  swore 
he  would  n^iake  them  answer — ordered  (he  second 
mate  to  load  one  of  the  guns,  as  he  expected  she 
was  a  pirate,  find  waiting  till  we  came  up,  he  hailed 
her  again,  but  receiving  no  reply,  ordered  the  first 
mate  lo  lire,  which  was  answered  by  loud  cheers  and 
hooting,  and  immediately  they  hoisted  a  lighted  lan- 
tern at  the  peak,  but  sheered  and  pulled  it  down. 
The  captain  and  mate,  with  a  speaking  trumpet  each, 
demanded  where  she  was  bound  for,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  crew  all  shouted  as  loud  as  possible,  in  or- 
der to  deceive  them  as  to  our  strength  and  numbers; 
luckily  we  did  so,  for  she  sheered  off,  not  daring  to 
attack  fcis,  although,  had  she  done  so,  the  captain 
had  miide  up  his  mind  to  defend  the  vessel,  though 
we  bad  but  few  tire  arms  on  board.  At  daylight  we 
discovered  her  at  a  distance,  and  fortunately  for  us 
at  the  ^ame  time  the  Spanish  coast,  so  that  we  were 
shortly  in  the  gut  of  Gibraltar. 

Even  here  the  captain  did  not  forget  to  exercise 
his  cruelty.  As  one  of  the  men  was  about  half  a 
minute  behind  the  rest  upon  deck  after  being  called, 
he  ordered  him  to  receive  seventeen  lashes,  which 
(he  man  careluliy  entered  in  a  log  book,  (several  of 
the  men  were  keeping  one)  as  he  said  to  keep  tally 
with  the  captain  ;  for  my  ou  n  part  1  considered  my- 
self fortunate  if  1  escaped  with  a  iew  kicks  and  curses 
each  day.  After  a  lair  wind  we  were  close  upon 
Leghorn,  took  a  pilot  on  board  and  entered  the 
Mole,  where  we  were  put  upon  quarantine  for  seven 
days.  Here  we  discharged  a  pan  of  our  cargo,  the 
rest  being  to  be  left  at  Genoa*     But;  sickened  a.t 
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the  treatment  I  had  received,  1  defermined  to  make 
my  escape,  so  beckon in<>'  to  a  boatman  who  was  in 
his  boat  close  by,  and  unseen  by  any  of  the  ship*^ 
crew,  I  threw  my  bundle  which  contained  my  clothes 
into  the  boat,  and  then  «:ot  in  myself.  'I'he  man 
not  understanding^  English,  nor  1  the  Italian  lan- 
guage, I  pointed  towards  the  shore,  and  jo^ot  hoid 
of  one  of  the  oars,  and  began  to  pull  very  hard  my- 
self to  let  him  know  that  I  was  in  great  haste  to  get 
to  the  shore.  When  got  to  the  slip,  as  I  had  no 
money  in  my  pocket  to  pay  him  for  his  trouble,  1 
opened  my  bag  and  took  out  a  good  new  linen  shii*t 
and  gave  it  him,  at  the  same  time  giving  him  to  nn- 
derstand  that  I  wanted  some  money  for  it;  he  gave 
me  two  poles,  (which  is  worth  about  one  shillling 
of  our  money)  and  about  a  noggin  of  rum,  which 
I  drank  and  then  left  him,  antl  went  on  shore,  not 
knowing  where  1  was  going. 

My  readers  may  think  I  was  heartily  glad  toescaf>e 
from  such  a  cruel  master,  though  it  may  be  said 
with  the  bard, 

''  Better  bear  the  ills  we  have, 
Than  fiy  to  others  we  know  not  of.'' 

Yet,  when  any  kind  of  sailors  experience  soch 
treatment  as  I  did  from  their  captain^  they  will  no 
doubt  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  it  was  better 
to  run  the  risk  of  chance  than  serve  like  a  slave,  to 
be  kicked  and  buiietted  about  like  a  dog,  and  that 
too  by  one  of  the  same  mould  and  fashion  as  your- 
self, one  who  ought  to  protect  the  unfortunate  ap- 
prentice  in  danger,  and  who  was  in  justice  bound  to 
treat  him  as  a  Christian,  and  instruct  him  in  that 
duty  which  would  make  him  a  good  seaman  aad  a 
worthy  member  of  society. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Bein^  left  alone  m  a  sfranor-o  country,  and  having 
but  the  small  pittance  v^hich  the  boatman  paid  me, 
be  assured,  kind  friends^  1  was  truly  miserable,  and 
well  miobt  I  ponder  on  those  1  had  left  in  happy 
Enj2^1and,  and  siiih  for  the  comforts  of  my  parents' 
fiieiide;  but  Providence  orders  ail  for  the  be.-t,  and 
is  ever  ready  to  niiike  the  back  for  ihe  burthen. 
After  rambling  about  the  city,  I  sold  part  of  my 
clothes  for  a  small  sum,  and  strolled  inta  a  street 
infested  by  lewd  women  of  the  town  ;  here  1  was 
beset  by  them,  know  in  of  that  I  was  a  stranger,  but 
f  took  no  notice  of  them  till  one  more  impudent 
than  the  rest  acluaily  pushed  me  into  a  house,  thrust 
me  on  a  chair,  and  was  going  to  pick  my  pocket, 
though  she  \  ery  generou^^iy  offered  me  some  wine. 
It  happened,  houever,  as  she  was  in  the  act  of  com- 
pleting her  rotr^viy,  a  loud  rap  was  beard  at  the 
door,  and  wa'chii]^-  the  opportunity  to  see  it  opened, 
I  immediately  rushed  oul,  ibilowed  by  a  herd  of  as 
debauched  hjoking  beings  as  are  to  be  met  with  in 
Dawson-street,  in  Liverpool.  Some  of  my  readers 
in  Liverpool  may  s«iy — why  this  was  nought  but  a 
spree  I  1  wish  every  man  joy  of  his  spree,  when 
locked  up  in  one  of  these  iiiihy  hells,  with  as  many 
myrmidons  at  his  biick,wi!.h  their  sli!et(oes,  as  would 
send  half  a  d(;zen  fellows  to  answer  for  themselves 
in  another  world. 

Misfortunes  never  come  alone,  so  says  the  adage. 
I  had  sciiiceiy  time  to  congratulate  my.^elf  on  my 
escape  from  the  bad  women,  when  1  found  n^yself 
in  another  scrape  ;  for  on  going  to  a  cook's  shop  to 
get  some  meat,  I  vvjis  accosted  by  a  low  character, 
who  begged  o'f  me  in  broken  English.  Being  glad 
to  meet  with  one  wIjo  could  speak  my  own  language, 
1  asked  hinr  to  ent,  »s  well  as  to  direct  me  to  some 
English  house.   He  soon  devoured  what  was  brought 
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him,  <incl  I  accompaniecl  him  to  look  for  my  coon- 
trymen,  but  the  uiio^rateful  rascal,  while  we  were 
walkirit»'  arm  in  arm,  contrived  to  put  his  hand  in 
my  pocket,  and  was  in  the  act  of  riflings  me  of  my 
money,  when  I  stru^o^ied  hard  with  him,  but  he  be- 
in^  the  stronofest,  threw  me  down  and  ran  off.  1 
immedialeiy  ^ot  up  and  ran  after  him,  crying,  stop 
thief!  stop  thiel!  but  no  one  understanding  me  they 
did  not  attempt  to  stop  him.  On  his  turnings  sharp 
up  a  passage  1  h>st  him,  and  to  my  surprise  found 
myself  in  the  same  street  where  I  was  attacked  by 
the  bad  women. 

I  quickly  left  this  ])art  of  the  city,  and  rambled 
about  until  it  was  dark,  without  any  money  in  my 
pockets,  not  knowinjy  wl.ere  1  should  lodge.  Con- 
sjderin«^  what  I  shouhJ  do,  1  perceived  a  man  cross- 
ing towards  me  whom  1  soon  recognized  to  be  on© 
of  the  men  wlio  was  helping  to  discharge  our  cargo. 
Speaking  good  i^^nglish,  he  enquired  what  brought 
me  there.  1  told  him  my  miLtortune;  he  had  com- 
passion on  me,  took  me  to  his  lodgings,  and  gave 
me  a  good  supper  and  abed.  The  next  moniing 
he  asked  me  to  go  to  w  ork  with  him,  and  1  consent- 
ed ;  but,  as  my  troubles  were  never  to  end,  going 
with  him  to  his  work  1  unluckily  missed  him,  and 
was  not  able  to  find  his  house  again.  Not  knowing 
wh:^re  to  go,  I  strolled  about  until  nigh?,  and  at  last 
took  up  a  passage,  and  rested  myself  on  the  top  of 
some  stairs.  1  was  disturbed  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  by  a  man  who  came  out  of  the  apart- 
ments adjoining,  with  a  savage  dog,  which  no  sooner 
saw  me  than  it  .-eized  me  by  the  shoulder;  1  shouted 
out,  and  the  dog  loosed  from  me  at  his  master's  call, 
yet  the  man  caught  me  by  the  collar,  gave  me  a 
violent  kick,  and  muttering  to  himself  some  foreign 
words,  left  me. 

Left  again  a  stranger,  without  money  or  friends, 
I  roved  about  until  1  came  to  a  large  square,  where 
I  saw  great  numbers  of  people  (among  whom  were 
four  priests)  going  to  mass.  I  joined  the  number, 
followed  them  into  the  chapel,  kneeled  down,  and 
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both  cried  and  prayed  at  the  thought  of  my  desolate 
condition.  I  stopped  here  about  three  hours,  then 
rambled  towards  the  shippings,  where  as  la^ood  luck 
would  have  it  I  met  with  a  man  whom  1  knew;  he 
asked  me  to  go  home  with  him,  I  did  so.  where  I 
got  plenty  to  eat  and  drink.  He  and  his  wife  agreed 
that  I  should  stop  with  them  till  I  got  another  ship, 
and  then  to  pay  them  for  my  board,  to  which  1  con- 
sented. 

A  few  days  after,  as  I  was  w^alking  about  my  lodg- 
ings, 1  saw  one  of  the  English  merchants  who  was 
an  owner  of  our  vessel.  I  attempted  to  run  a'vay 
from  him,  but  he  soon  caught  me.  1  soon  found 
that  he  was  a  very  kind-hearted  man.  On  his  ask- 
ing me  the  reason  of  my  running  away  from  the 
vessel,  I  began  to  cry,  and  told  him  it  was  on  account 
of  the  cruelty  of  the  captain,  and  showed  him  where 
1  was  lodging.  He  gave  me  a  dollar,  and  asked  me 
to  come  to  his  lodgings;  gave  me  directions  to  find 
him,  telling  me  what  time  he  would  be  in,  as  he  had 
other  business  to  do.  I  went  and  acquainted  my 
landlady,  and  at  the  appointed  lime  attended  the 
merchant's  lodgings,  where  1  got  a  very  good  din- 
ner;  alter  which,  he  gave  me  a  shirt,  waistcoat, 
handkerchief,  and  a  pair  of  boots  and  shoes,  which 
made  me  very  comfortable.  He  also  agreed  to  pay 
for  my  board  till  the  vessel  returned  Irorn  Genoa. 
r  promised  bim  that  I  would  do  all  in  my  pouer  to 
please  the  captain  if  he  would  talk  to  him  in  my 
behalf,  as  I  wished  to  get  to  my  mother's  fireside 
once  more. 

After  I  had  been  three  weeks  and  five  days  on 
shore,  our  vessel  returned  fiom  Genoa.  As  soon 
as  i  heard  of  it  my  spirits  sunk,  and  1  was  full  of 
trouble  at  the  thoughts  ol  the  captain  ajid  lirst  mate's 
ciuelty.  The  day  that  I  should  have  gone  on  board 
i  ran  into  the  city,  atnj  it  being  a  day  of  merriment, 
went  along  the  streets  watching  tlje  masquerades, 
when  suddenly  J  perceived  the  captain  looking  out 
of  a  window,  and  when  I  saw  him  looking  at  me  I 
was  so  terrified  that  1  had  not  power  to  run  away. 
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H«  quickly  came  into  the  street  and  collared  me, 
cursed  and  swore,  but  to  my  surprise  did  not  strike 
nor  kick  me.     He  then  took  me  to  a  boatman  that 
he  knew,  and  sirietly  charii^ed  him  not  to  let  me  run 
away,  but  to  take  me  on  boisrd  of  his  vessel.   There 
I  received  a  very   unkind   reception  from  the  mate. 
1  told  him  I  would  do  ali  in  my  power  to  please  him 
if  he  vvould  rorf>ive  me,  but  he  seemed  to  have  no 
feelin«^.      We   discharp:ed    our  bales        A   few  days 
after  our  captain  was  inviled  to  supp(»r  with  another 
eaptaiii  on  board  an  Kn^ii^h  schooner  that  was  lyin«^ 
alongside  of  us.      Afier  supper  the  steward  of  the 
schooner  came  on  board  our  vessel,  called  me  upon 
deck,  and  .^aid   that  the  captain  was  swearing  ven- 
geac'ce  against  me  to  their  captain,  teilino'  me  that 
he  would  tie  me  down  to  the  rino-  bolts  of  the  deck, 
and  there  let  the  sea  wash  over  me,  with  other  threats 
of  his  intended  cruelty.     Upon  hearing'  this  1  burst 
into  tears,  and  thanked  bio  for  corn  ni»:  to   (ell  me; 
be  had  no  time  to  say  any  more,  as  his  cabin  btli 
rang,  and  he  had  to  go  and  answer  it. 

The  next  mornii^^-  1  s^ot  up  early,  took  my  bl^ 
jacket,  and  flint  and  steel,  with  a  iitille  Tobacco,  got 
into  a  boat,  and  reached  the  shore  once  more,  giving 
the  boatman  my  Hint,  steel,  and  tinder  box  for  pay- 
ment. [  now  went  to  l^'rench  town,  pnrt  of  the 
suburbs  of  the  city,  u  here  1  thought  i  should  be 
undiscovered,  sold  my  jacket,  and  alter  spending 
the  day  there  i  ventured  into  tl)e  city. 

J  u>l  as  i  was  going  through  the  gates  I  caught 
sight  of  the  captain,  who  no  sooner  ir^aw  me  than  he 
gave  chase,  and  in  running  irom  him  1  fell  down; 
he  coming  up  gave  me  a  violent  kick,  got  hold  of 
me,  and  dragged  me  to  the  boat  that  he  had  just 
hauled  in.  1  was  taken  on  board.  When  the  tirst 
mate  saw  me  he  began  to  laugh,  and  asked  me  the 
reason  of  my  running  away  again;  upon  my  not 
answering,  he  struck  me  several  times  vviih  a  rope's 
end.  1  then  told  him  that  i  was  afraid  of  the  captain 
punis?hing  me  when  he  got  me  out  at  sea.  He  gave 
me  a  scornful  look  and  said,  aye,  aye,  my  lac*,  yoa 
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think  that  the  captain  has  forgiven  yon,  bnt  he  will 
let  you  know  whether  he  has  or  not.  1  began  to  cry. 
He  went  into  a  passion,  got  the  chains  that  are  used 
to  fosten  the  coppers  down  to  the  deck,  and  wrap- 
ped them  round  my  neck,  body,  and  legs,  which 
almost  doubled  me  in  two;  he  then  forced  nie  to 
creep  along  the  deck,  backwards  and  forwards,  flog- 
ging me  at  the  same  time  with  a  small  piece  of 
rathiine.  When  he  was  tired  of  his  cruelty,  he 
asked  me  if  T  should  like  to  go  home  with  those 
chains  round  me.  1  spoke  boldly  to  him,  and  said, 
*yes,  Sir;  1  wish  I  was  going  into  my  father  and 
mother's  presence  now,  they  would  make  you  pay 
dearly  for  this.'  i  was  stopped  from  saying  any 
more  by  a  blow  on  the  mouthy  which  caused  it  to 
bleed  dreiid fully  ;  at  the  same  time  cursing  me  for 
my  impertinence,  and  ordering  me  to  sweep  the 
deck.  1  stro\e  to  obey  him,  but  from  the  weight 
of  the  chains,  and  the  cruel  treatment  1  had  received, 
foiind  it  (liificult  to  stai]d,  he  laughing  and  cursing 
me  as  he  went  b^ low.  After  1  had  been  two  hours 
in  punishment,  he  came  and  took  the  chains  off  me, 
?a}ing,  *  now,  my  lad,  you  must  not  expect  the 
least  cfiance  of  rimr«ing  away  again,  for  I  will  keep 
a  sharp  look  out  while  we  remain  here;  you  think 
that  the  captain  has  forgiven  you,  but  you  will  iind 
it  out  when  \ou  net  to  sea.' 

'1  he  next  morning  1  went  upon  deck  to  see  if 
there  was  any  chance  of  running  away,  when  1  per- 
ceived the  iir.'^t  mate  watching  me.  1  pretended  not 
to  see  him,  and  went  to  my  hammock  again,  think- 
ing to  try  to  make  my  escape  in  the  day  tiriie,  as  there 
tvas  so  much  suspicion  of  my  running  away  in  the 
morning.  1  had  not  been  lung  in  my  hammock  be- 
fore the  iirst  mate  came  and  called,  ordering  me  to 
rise  and  come  upon  deck.  I  obeyed  him  He  then 
told  me  he  thr-ught  I  was  for  running  away  ;  I  told 
him  that  1  did  not  intend  to  run  away  any  more,  as 
I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  bear  with  my  sufferings 
as  well  as  I  could  until  I  got  once  more  to  England. 

After  giving  me  a  blow  with  his  fist,  he  ordered 
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me  to  make  a  iire,  and  fold  me  I  must  serve  in  the 
place  of  a  cook.  I  manaofed  to  ^et  breakfast  over 
without  much  fault  being  found,  after  which  he  told 
me  to  boil  some  beef  and  make  broth  for  the  men's 
dinner,  and  to  bake  him  a  piece  of  beef  in  the  oven. 
While  I  was  busy  with  my  cooking  I  kept  a  sharp 
look  out  after  him,  in  order  to  make  my  escape  the 
first  opportunity.  At  last  I  thought  there  was  a  good 
chance,  as  I  heard  the  (irst  mate  telling  the  men  in 
the  hold  to  make  haste,  and  get  the  empty  casks 
stowed  before  dinner;  and  the  second  mate  answer- 
ing him,  saying,  *  yes,  if  you  will  come  and  help 
us  we  will  do  so ;'  he  said  he  would,  and  giving  me 
strict  orders  to  have  the  dinner  ready  by  the  time 
they  had  done. 

Pretending  to  be  cheerful,  I  made  a  bow,  and  went 
bustling  round  the  deck  Mike  Satan  In  a  gale  of 
wind,'  and  no  sooner  saw  the  mate  go  beiovv  than  1 
thought  <sink  or  swim'  I  will  try  again  to  make  my 
escape,  and  was  thinking  of  jumping  overboard,  and 
swim  by  an  hau'ser  that  we  had  made  fast  on  the 
Mole.  1  saw  a  man  in  a  boatiistern  of  the  next  ves- 
sel. I  hailed  him,  shaking  my  tist,  signifying  to 
make  as  little  noise  as  pos:-ible.  He  was  soon  along- 
side, and  1  having  no  money  ran  to  the  cabin,  took 
out  the  beef  which  was  for  the  mate's  dinner,  and 
gave  it  to  the  man  in  the  boat,  who  gladly  received 
it.  I  now  jumped  in,  made  my  escape,  and  went 
to  the  English  boarding-house,  where  1  was  wel- 
comed, as  1  promised  to  pay  when  I  got  another  ship. 
I  lelt  the  house  to  stroll  out  for  a  short  lime,  and  on 
returning  found  that  the  captain,  accompanied  by 
some  gentlemen,  had  been  there,  and  ottered  ten 
dollars  to  the  landlord  if  he  would  take  me  on  board. 
He  informed  me  he  could  keep  me  no  longer,  as 
the  captain  would  be  enquiring  about  me  again.  Jfe 
told  him  I  knew  not  where  to  go,  dreading  the  result 
of  being  taken.  I  sought  lor  shelter  in  French 
town,  but  was  speedily  ©lopped  by  an  Italian,  who 
collared  me,  saying  the  captain  had  been  hunting 
^jEf>  and  that  I  must  go  on  board  with  him./    I  said 
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I  would  ^o  with  him  willingfly,  if  he  would  ask  th« 
captain  to  pardon  me.  The  deceitful  fellow  tried  to 
flatter  me,  by  sayino^  that  the  captain  would  not  abuse 
me  but  be  ^lad  to  see  me.  Pretending^  to  believe 
him,  I  calmly  asked  him  to  loose  me,  and  he  did  so. 
I  pretended  to  ^o  willingly,  till  we  ^ot  opposite  a 
provision  shop;  I  then  stopped,  sayino;  that  I  was 
huHj^ry,  and  he  no  doubt  thinking;  of  the  ten  dollars 
he  should  get,  let  me  go  in,  when  watching  an  op- 
portunity I  darted  out  of  the  shop,  and  nevei  looked 
behind  me  until  I  was  convinced  I  was  out  of  reach 
of  my  pursuer. 

I  then  went  through  the  city  many  miles  into  the 
country,  without  being  interrupted  by  any  person. 
At  night  I  slept  by  the  side  of  the  road,  and  early  in 
the  morning  was  disturbed  by  a  quantity  of  lizards, 
which  frightened  me  very  much,  as  at  the  time  I  did 
not  know  what  they  were,  but  have  learned  since.  I 
revenged  myself  by  killing  some  of  them,  and  look- 
ing round  which  way  to  steer,  and  seeing  a  road  across 
some  grounds,  1  wandered  about  until  night,  when 
I  came  in  si^ht  of  the  citv  agrairi.  1  then  laid  down 
until  morning,  and  for  four  davs  and  five  nights  con- 
tinued wandering  during  the  days,  and  at  nights 
sleeping  by  the  road  side,  having  no  other  refresh- 
ment but  water.  On  the  fifth  morning  I  felt  very 
weak,  with  a  violent  pain  at  my  stomach,  and  went 
to  a  brook  to  get  some  drink  and  wash  myself.  Go- 
ing down  the  road  I  met  a  man  driving  a  flock  of 
sheep,  and  he  spoke  to  me,  but  1  pretended  not  to 
hear  him,  .-^nd  kept  going  on.  He  then  came  up  to 
me,  and  spoke  in  a  very  loud  voice.  I  pointed  to  my 
ear,  signifying  that  1  was  deaf,  but  he  seemed  not 
to  be  satistii'd.  I  then  pointed  to  my  mouth  and 
ears,  signiiying  that  I  was  both  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
kept  walking  on.  He  then  went  after  his  sheep,  and 
was  soon  out  of  sight.  I  got  to  the  brock,  washed  my 
face,  and  drank  a  little  water,  which  made  me  sick, 
followed  by  a  sharp  pain  in  my  stomach.  When  the 
pain  abated,  a  deep  thought  struck  me  about  my  poor 
mother.     I  imagined  that  if  she  knew  what  I  wai 
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suffering,  how  she  would  grieve;  but  no,  thoagbt  I^ 
perhaps  she  may  never  see  me  again.  I  burst  into  a 
loud  fit  of  crying,  when  I  was  suddenly  started  by  a 
young  woman  standing  on  the  bridge,  who  shouted 
to  me.  I  was  ashamed,  wiped  up  my  tears,  looked 
rounds  and  not  understandnig  her,  made  no  reply. 
She  put  up  her  hand,  and  beckoned  me  to  come  to 
her;  I  did  so,  when  with  motions  and  signs,  and  a 
little  broken  Italian  which  I  had  learned,  gave  her  to 
understand  that  I  had  been  four  days  and  live  nights 
without  food,  and  that  I  was  an  English  boy. 

She  was  a  kind  soul,  and  gave  me  all  the  money 
(about  the  value  of  threepence  in  English  money) 
she  had  in  her  pocket.  I  made  her  understand  I  coulii 
not  eat  that,  and  motioned  that  1  dare  not  go  to  Leg- 
born,  as  my  vessel  was  lying  there,  and  if  the  captain 
caught  tne  he  would  use  me  most  unmercifully. 

She  understood  my  meaning,  shed  tears,  and  taking 
me  by  the  hand,  pointed  me  to  a  farm-house  that  was 
close  by,  shewing  me  by  signs  if  I  went  there  I  should 
get  plenty  to  eat  and  drink.  I  have  rcnison  to  believe 
she  was  a  servant  belonging  to  a  large  bouse  or  castle 
which  I  saw  at  a  distance,  as  she  had  three  elegantly 
dressed  children  with  her. 

I  went  up  to  the  house  in  question,  knocked  attho 
door,  but  was  answered  only  by  a  dog  barking  inside. 
Thinking  the  house  was  unoccupied  I  was  going  off, 
when  I  heard  a  woman's  voice,  and  on  looking  to 
find  from  whence  the  sound  proceeded,  I  siiwasmall 
hut,  and  three  women  standing  at  the  door;  one  of 
whom  asked  me,  in  Italian,  what  I  wanted.  I  men- 
tioned  that  I  wanted  something  to  eat;  whereupon 
she  brought  me  a  piece  of  bread,  which  1  liad  no 
sooner  got  into  my  hand  than  a  dog  came  and  stole 
it  from  me.  The  dog  ran  into  the  hut  with  it,  and 
I  followed  him.  The  woman  saved  me  from  the  dog 
who  was  going  to  fly  at  me,  and  she  gave  me  a  larger 
piece,  which  I  put  in  my  breast,  and  bent  my  way 
towards  Leghorn. 

After  eating  my  bread,  which  1  found  rather  in- 
creased  than  abated  my  hunger,   I  walked  several 
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miles,  and  then  thouj^ht  I  would  venture  towards  the 
city;  but  being-  a  great  number  of  miles  from  it,  I 
began  to  walk  very  fast,  and  in  three  or  four  hoars 
got  into  the  city  again,  where  i  once  more  sought 
the  English  boarding  house. 

Here  1  was  glad  to  learn  front!  the  landlord,  who 
received  me  very  kindly,  that  our  vessel  had  just 
sailed,  and  that  he  should  be  able  to  find  me  another 
ship. 

I  am  now,  kind  friends,  about  to  enter  on  chap- 
ter the  third,  and  doubt  not  you  will  agree  with 
me  in  the  prospects  of  my  new  undertaking,  and 
serving  another  master. 


CHAPTER    III. 


For  dear  happy  En/^land  I  sip^h'd, 
For  my  parents,  home,  aiul  each  friend, 
But  'twas  long  'ere  my  troubles  veie  o'er, 
Or  my  sorrows  were  brought  to  an  eud. 


I  engaged  and  entered  on  board  an  Eng^lish  ship 
that  was  i\\ng  quarantine,  imaoinjno*  I  should  see 
England  and  my  dear  parents  once  more  :  but  to 
my  disappointment  when  I  went  on  board  ^  was  in- 
formed that  she  was  bound  for  Alexandria  in  Egypt, 
which  made  me  very  low  spirited  ;  but  finding  the 
captain  a  kind  master,  I  was  proud  to  serve  him. 
We  put  to  sea  about  nine  or  ten  days  alter  ^  went  on 
board,  and  had  a  favourable  passage  till  we  came 
near  to  Alexandria,  then  took  a  pilot  on  board  and 
ejitered  the  harbour. 

The  appearance  of  the  inhabitants  attracted  my 
attention,  they  being  of  a  copper  colour — and  all 
Mahometans.  On  Sunday  I  went  on  shore  to  look 
at  the  city,  as  they  call  it,  where  every  thing  ap- 
peared strange  to  me.  VVe  discharged  our  cargo 
and  took  in  another,  put  to  sea,  and  returned  again 
to  Leghorn,  trading  from  one  port  to  another,  and 
again  to  Alexandria,  where  we  laid  three  or  four 
months.  During  this  time  our  captain  thought  it 
proper  to  go  out  on  pleasure;  accordingly  he.  and 
the  captain  and  an  agent  of  a  transport  that  wan 
lying  there,  agreed  to  take  their  long  boats  and  a 
«upply  of  provisions,  and  go  up  the  Nile,  that  they 
might  view  Grand  Cairo,  and  shoot  wild  fowl,  which 
wum  very  abundant  in  those  parts.     After   staying 
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avray  a  fortnight  be   returned,    having  had  a  very 
pleasant  excursion. 

1  remember  one  time  in  particular  the  captain  took 
a  trip  into  the  country  on  a  shooting  excursion.  He 
had  a  guide  and  I  with  him,  and  on  beating  a  bush 
something  started  up  which  I  at  first  thought  was  a 
snake,  but  it  had  four  legs.  I  called  to  the  guide  to 
know  what  it  was,  and  he  could  not  say  what  they 
called  it  in  England,  but  telling  the  captain  it  was 
quite  harmless,  he  caught  it  in  his  hands,  and  it  prov- 
ed to  be  a  camelion, 

**  A  lizard's  body  lean  and  long, 
A  fish's  head,  a  serpent's  tonjO^ue, 
Its  foot  with  triple  claw  diyoin'd, 
And  what  a  length  of  tail  behind  !" 

Having  first  seen  this  singular  creature,  I  took  it 
with  me  on  board,  and  claimed  it  as  my  own,  but 
the  captain  wishing  it  himself,  I  readily  gave  it  to 
him,  as  he  had  made  me  several  presents,  and  given 
me  some  clothes,  which  I  stood  in  need  of. 

The  animal  was  about  twenty  inches  long  from  the 
nose  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  and  what  was  surprising, 
we  never  saw  it  eat,  although  we  observed  it  lie  down 
with  its  mouth  open,  as  if  imbibing  the  dew. 

There  are  many  wiseacres  who  profess  that  the 
camelion  changes  colour  when  it  likes,  but  I  think 
1  can  explain  their  mistake.  The  coat  of  this  ani- 
mal is  tinged  with  various  colours,  and  when  the  light 
is  shining  upon  it,  it  reflects  to  the  beholder  different 
hues. 

Hence  arose  the  disputes  shown  in  th^  Speaker: 
one  said  it  was  blue,  another  green,  and  the  umpire 
declared  it  was  black,  until  the  animal  was  produced, 
and  at  candle  light  was  found  to  be  a  perfect  white. 

Finding  that  we  wanted  fresh  water,  the  first  mate 
and  part  of  the  crew,  taking  me  with  them,  took  the 
long  boat  and  some  empty  water  casks,  and  went  in 
search  of  water.  We  went  out  many  miles  along 
the  coast  before  we  found  any,  at*  last  we  found; 
plenty,    but  rather  brackish.     The  mate   having  a 
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good  fowling-piece,  and  plenty  of  shot  and  powder, 
took  me  with  him  and  went  insearehof  game,  whilst 
the  others  got  the  water.  He  killed  several  fine  birds. 
Just  after  he  had  shot  a  very  large  one,  which  fell 
npon  the  beach,  and  I  running  to  pick  it  up,  was 
suddenly  surprised  by  a  large  wolf  making  its  ap- 
pearance from  behind  a  small  point  of  land,  and  on 
seeing  me  it  made  a  stop,  pricking  up  its  ears,  walk- 
ing very  fast  towards  me.     I  ran  towards  the  mate, 
shouting  to  him,  saying   there   was   some   kind  of 
savage  beast  coming  near  us ;  when  he  saw  it,  he^ 
immediately  loaded  his  gun,  prepared  to  receive  it, 
as  it  was  running  with  open  mouth  towards  him,  and 
when  it  came  within  six  or  seven  yards  he  fired  right 
into  its  breast ;  it  still  ran  towards  him,  when  he  gave 
it  a  severe  blow  on  the  head  with  the  butt  end  of  his 
piece,  which  laid  it  groaning  on  the  ground.     1  was 
ordered  to  drag  it  to  the  boat,  which  was  about  two 
or  three  miles  off.     We  put  it  into  the  boat,  and  took 
it  on  board.     The  next  day  the  captain  invited  several 
of  the  natives  to  come  and  see  it,  who  declared  they 
never  saw  one  so  large.     For  curiosity  the  captain 
bad  it  weighed,  (but  1  forget  the  weight  of  it;)  after 
which  he  ordered  me  to  throw  it  overboard.     1  took 
the  skin  off  it  first,  which  made  several  caps  for  the 
ship's  company. 

Before  we  left  Alexandria,  the  captain,  with  seve- 
ral other  English  captains,  got  leave  of  the  Bashaw 
of  Alexandria  to  visit  Pompey's  pillar,  which  is  one 
of  the  greatest  wonders  of  the  world.  We  erected 
a  tent  at  its  base,  and  managed  to  get  to  the  top  of 
it  by  flying  a  kite  over  it,  and  dropping  the  string 
we  were  enabled  to  get  two  ropes  over  it,  so  as  to 
form  a  kind  of  rigging,  when  with  little  difficulty 
we  all  got  to  the  top.  After  we  had  drank  a  glass 
of  grog  each,  we  all  came  down  except  the  captains, 
who  stopped  for  some  time  amusing  themselves  by 
shooting  pigeons.  After  spending  the  most  of  two 
nights  and  a  day,  we  all  returned  to  the  vessel,  when 
the  carpenter  and  I  got  to  quarrelling  concerning  car- 
rying a  load  on  board.     I  must  acknowledge  I  began 
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the  qujftrel,  by  telling  him  he  was  as  able  to  carry  a 
heavy  load  as  1,  and  he  ought  to  do  so,  having  men's 
wages,  and  myself  little  more  than  a  boy's.  He 
called  me  an  impertinent  puppy,  and  gave  me  a  slap 
in  the  face.  I  returned  it  by  giving  him  a  severe 
blow  on  the  throat,  which  felled  him  to  the  ground. 
When  he  got  up  the  first  mate  asked  him  if  he  would 
stand  that,  upon  which  I  said — if  he  does  not  like 
to  stand  it,  he  might  lie  down  to  it,  ai}d  Sir,  if  you 
ipU  allow  me  I  will  beat  him.  We  then  stripped 
and  set  to,  when  I  gave  him  a  severe  beating.  He 
was  ashamed  of  himself,  as  he  had  always  been  brag- 
ging  that  he  was  a  don  fighter.  The  men  laughed 
to  see  him  turn  out  so  great  a  coward.  When  the 
captain  heard  of  it  he  enquired  of  the  carpenter  the 
reason  of  our  fighting,  who  told  him  many  false 
tales,  which  I  thought  a  very  poor  way  of  revenge, 
and  it  caused  great  uneasiness  in  my  mind. 

As  there  was  a  ship  bound  for  England  wanting 
five  hands,  I  took  the  opportunity  (when  our  captain 
^vas  on  shore)  of  going  to  ask  the  captain  if  he  would 
ship  me.  He  asked  me  the  reason  of  my  wanting 
to  leave  the  vessel  I  belonged  to.  I  told  him  that  I 
\vished  to  return  to  England,  and  how  many  years  1 
had  been  from  home.  He  said  he  would  ship  me, 
but  not  without  a  regular  discharge  from  my  captain, 
I  returned  to  the  vessel,  and  in  the  evening  told  the 
captain  of  my  wish.  He  at  first  refused  and  ordered 
me  on  deck,  but  soon  rang  the  bell,  and  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  part  with  me,  and  that  he  would  increase 
my  wages  if  I  would  stop  with  him.  1  still  pressed 
him  to  give  me  my  discharge,  saying  4hat  I  wanted 
to  see  my  father  and  mother  again  if  they  were  alive, 
as  I  was  sure  they  would  be  very  uneasy  about  me, 
being  so  long  absent  from  them.  His  heart  relent- 
ed, and  he  gave  me  my  discharge  and  an  excellent 
character ;  he  then  paid  me  my  wages  and  gave  me 
a  dollar  extra,  telling  me  to  take  care  and  put  it  in 
the  other  captain's  hands  till  I  got  to  England.  The 
next  day  I  took  leave  of  the  ship's  company,  and 
went  on  board  the  other  vessel,  which  was  called  the 
Haven,  of  Bristol. 
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I  ag^reed  for  able  seaman's  wages  with  my  new 
captain,  who  I  found  to  be  a  very  good  man  and  kind 
to  the  ship's  company,  and  they  were  a  very  agree- 
able set  of  men.  The  Sunday  following  I  asked  the 
captain  for  leave  to  go  on  shore  for  a  little  pleasure, 
which  was  granted ;  but  finding  that  none  of  the 
crew  were  going  on  shore  till  the  next  Sunday,  (it 
being  the  last  we  expected  to  lie  there,)  I  felt  rather 
disappointed.  Having  prepared  myself  I  was  deter- 
mined to  go,  and  procuring  one  of  the  native's  boats, 
I  went  on  shore,  rambled  up  and  down  the  city,  and 
bought  a  bottle  of  Madeira  wine*  and  drunk  it.  I 
then  hired  an  ass  to  ride,  which  is  a  common  thing 
for  sailors  to  do  in  that  country.  I  ventured  a  little 
way  out  of  the  city,  but  soon  returned  for  fear  of  the 
treachery  of  the  natives.  After  giving  up  the  ass  I 
went  intending  to  have  more  wine,  but  just  on  enter- 
ing Jthe  house  I  was  met  by  a  man  who  spoke  to  me 
in  French.  I  told  him  I  was  no  Frenchman,  and 
went  on ;  he  followed  me,  saying,  you  are  an  Eng- 
lishman— me  like  Englishmen.  Do  you,  says  I  ? 
Yes,  John,  me  like  Englishmen  better  than  my  own 
country ;  and  many  other  words  passed  between  us 
as  he  walked  by  my  side. 

He  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  buy  some  good  blue 
I'men  shirts,  or  any  other  wearing  apparel ;  I  said  I 
would  buy  some  shirts,  if  we  could  agree  about  the 
price.  He  asked  me  if  J  had  a  knife,  which  I  thought 
rather  a  droll  question  ;  I  said  yes,  but  why  ask  such 
a  question?  Oh,  nothing,  only  that  I  sell  them — 
do  you  want  to  buy  one,  .^bowing  me  a  common 
pocket  knife.  I  said  I  had  one,  and  that  was  plenty 
for  me.  He  asked  me  to  let  him  see  it;  I  told  him 
it  was  on  board,  as  I  never  carried  it  with  me.  I 
did  not  know  what  to  make  of  him,  as  be  enquired 
so  particularly  about  my  knife.  Little  did  he  know 
that  1  had  a  famous  stab  knife  in  a  sheath  under  my 
waistcoat.  He  took  me  to  his  house  to  show  me 
what  sort  of  shirts  he  had  to  sell,  and  as  soon  as  he 
^ot  me  in  he  locked  the  door,  showed  me  two  wet 
shirts  which  he  took  out  of  some  water,  and  offered 
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me  one  for  nothing  as  he  pretended,  but  I  soon  found 
out  that  he  was  about  no  good,  and  intended  some 
ill  towards  me.  I  put  myself  on  my  guard,  seeming 
to  be  ignorant  of  every  thing  that  I  suspected.  He 
shewed  me  a  large  stab  knife ;  I  asked  him  to  Jet  me 
have  it  in  my  own  hand,  but  he  refused,  and  said  no, 
no,  I  never  let  another  man  take  my  stab  knife  in 
his  hand.  He  then  asked  me  a  very  indecent  ques* 
tion,  which  I  think  proper  not  to  mention.  I  was 
obliged  to  draw  my  knife,  and  in  a  moment  pierced 
him  in  the  side,  and  tried  to  make  my  escape,  but 
finding  the  door  locked,  my  heart  trembled  within 
me.  On  seeing  the  key  in  the  door  I  unlocked  it, 
and  in  my  hurry  to  get  out  I  fell  down  about  thirty 
steps  into  the  street,  and  cut  my  eyebrow  very  bad, 
so  as  to  leave  a  mark  for  life.  It  was  a  great 
mercy  that  I  did  not  kill  myself,  as  I  had  my  stab 
knife  in  my  hand  when  I  fell.  I  got  up  immedi- 
ately, hid  my  knife,  and  made  the  best  of  my  way 
to  get  a  boat  to  take  me  on  board. 

On  m}^  way  to  the  vessel  I  met  our  captain,  who 
asked  me  what  was  amiss.  I  told  him  that  I  had 
stabbed  a  man.  He  said,  say  no  more  than  follow 
me  down  to  the  boat ;  I  did  so,  and  we  soon  got  on 
board  of  our  ship.  I  then  told  the  captain  all  the 
particulars  of  what  the  man  had  attempted  to  do  at 
me.  He  said  1  had  done  right  by  so  doing,  at  the 
same  time  cautioning  me  not  to  go  on  shore  any 
more  while  we  remained  there.  The  next  Sunday 
ail  the  ship's  company  went  on  shore,  except  the 
captain,  first  mate,  and  myself.  They  were  met  by 
the  man  that  I  thought  must  have  been  dead,  from 
the  stab  that  1  gave  him.  He  enquired  for  me,  and 
said  he  wished  to  see  me.  They  told  him  I  was  on 
board,  and  that  if  he  wanted  me  he  knew  where  to 
find  me.  He  said,  oh  !  be  only  owes  me  a  trifle  of 
money,  so  they  parted  with  him. 

At  night  when  they  came  on  board  they  were  all 
very  tipsy,  which  vexed  the  captain  very  much.  The 
fire  in  the  cambouse  had  gone  out,  and  the  cook  could 
neither  find  his  tinder  box  qr  matches^  and  when  he 
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saw  that  the  captain  was  ang-ry,  he  pulled  off  his 
jacket,  and  stamped  two  or  three  times  upon  deck 
with  his  feet,  then  looking  steadfastly  at  the  captain 
began  to  swear,  and  said  never  mind,  Sir,  I  will  have 
fire  from  some  place  if  it  comes  from  h — 1.  He 
then  jumped  overboard,  and  swam  to  a  Greek  ship 
that  was  lying  by  us,  and  ascended  upon  deck  by  a 
rope  ladder  that  hung  by  the  gangway.  The  men  all 
gathered  round  him,  saying  something  which  he  did 
not  understand,  and  all  in  a  bustle  pointed  to  the 
fire;  cried  out  fire,  fire,  fire,  till  he  got  close  to  it, 
then  snatching  a  lighted  piece  of  wood  j  umped  over- 
board, and  swam  back  to  our  ship  with  one  hand, 
and  the  fire  he  held  out  of  the  water  with  the  other. 
He  got  the  kettle  boiled  for  the  captain,  who  could 
not  help  smiling,  when  he  told  how  he  got  the  light. 

I  dare  say  the  men  belonging  the  other  vessel  would 
be  much  surprised  to  see  the  cook  act  in  such  a  curi- 
ous manner.  He  was  a  powerful  man,  with  surprising 
courage,  and  stood  about  six  feet  in  height.  He  was 
ofie  of  the  best  of  swimmers  that  ever  I  saw  or  beard 
of.  A  few  days  after  this  it  came  on  very  rough  and 
squally  weather.  In  one  of  the  squalls  it  capsized 
a  new  English  vessel,  that  had  just  prepared  to  take 
in  her  cargo :  having  nothing  in  her  hold  to  balance 
her,  and  the  main  hatch  being  off,  she  filled  with 
water  and  sunk.  Some  English  vessels  came  to  her 
assistance,  to  try  to  raise  her,  but  all  their  labour 
was  in  vain.  The  captain  of  her  sold  her  to  the  Great 
Bashaw,  with  the  privilege  of  allowing  him  to  take 
out  of  her  what  he  could  without  injuring  the  vessel. 

Our  captain  asked  the  black  cook  what  he  thought 
about  her,  as  there  was  a  deal  of  money  in  a  desk  in 
the  cabin.  The  cook  said — I  will  work  this  way : 
if  I  have  no  success,  I  shall  expect  no  pay ;  but  if  I 
succeed,  I  shall  expect  to  be  well  paid  for  my  trouble. 
Very  good,  said  the  captain  belonging  to  her.  We 
all  went  (except  two)  to  assist  the  cook,  who  drank 
about  half  a  pint  of  rum ;  then  stripped  himself  naked, 
and  dived  under  the  water,  came  up,  bringing  with 
him  the  skylight  of  the  cabin.     Now,  says  he,  what 
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is  the  next  thin^  for  me  to  do,  and  what  do  you  mean 
to  give  me  if  I  succeed,  as  I  understand  there  is 
something  of  great  value  in  the  cabin.  Yes,  there 
is,  says  the  captain,  and  if  you  bring  up  the  desk,  T 
will  give  you  twenty  dollars.  Very  good,  says  the 
cook,  and  down  he  went  into  the  cabin,  where  he 
remained  so  long,  that  we  never  expected  to  see  him 
come  up  again ;  at  the  last  he  came  up,  bringing 
with  him  the  desk  upon  his  head,  which  was  taken 
off  him,  and  got  into  a  boat.  He  said  it  was  tight 
work  with  him,  as  it  had  shifted  froim  where  the  cap- 
tain told  him  it  was ;  but  never  mind,  it  is  safe,  and 
give  me  another  glass  of  grog.  After  drinking  his 
grog,  he  asked  the  captain  to  pay  him  the  twenty 
dollars ;  he  replied,  I  will  pay  you  ten,  and  the  re- 
mainder  when  you  have  done  all  your  work. 

The  black  cook  not  liking  this,  told  the  captain 
he  might  go  and  fetch  the  rest  himself,  and  said — 
you  made  your  own  bargain ;  twenty  dollars  for  the 
iirsi  load,  and  ten  for  the  second,  and  if  you  only  had 
said  five,  I  am  sure  I  should  have  been  satisfied ;  but 
if  you  are  as  honourable  as  your  word,  pay  before 
1  do  any  more. 

The  captain  finding  the  cook  inflexible,  paid  down 
the  money,  and  asked  him  to  go  on  with  his  work, 
but  he  refused,  unless  he  put  it  in  his  own  captain's 
hands ;  whereupon  he  did  so,  and  the  cook  diving 
hve  times  more  requesting  a  quart  of  grog  for  each 
of  the  sailors.  No  sooner  had  they  got  a  glass  each 
filled,  than  they  drank  the  cook's  health,  'wishing 
him  a  long  wind,  and  that  he  may  never  sink  while 
there  is  grog  afloat.' 

This  remarkable  swimmer  dived  eighteen  times, 
bringing  up  at  each  time  valuable  articles,  and  as  he 
went  off  in  our  boats,  many  of  the  inhabitants  joined 
us  in  horrid  yells  and  shouts,  cheering  the  black  man. 

Soon  after  this  we  put  to  sea,  bound  for  London, 
and  in  about  four  or  five  days,  one  of  the  men  was 
taken  ill  with  that  afflicting  disorder  the  plague,  (the 
poor  fellow  was  a  foreigner,)  and  after  struggling 
for  five  hours  he  expired ;  we  soon  threw  him  over- 
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board,  fearing  to  catch  the  infection.  In  about  an  hour 
after,  another  man  fell  sick,  who  ^ot  better;  the  next 
day  I  fell  sick,  and  compelled  to  lie  in  the  long  boat  for 
three  days;  then  got  better  and  recovered  my  strength. 

About  two  days  sail  from  Gibraltar  our  ship  was 
struck  with  lightning,  which  shivered  the  maintop 
in  a  dreadful  manner;  the  carpenter  and  some  of  the 
men  repaired  it,  and  we  run  into  Gibraltar,  where 
we  remained  only  a  few  hours,  when  we  hove  anchor 
again  and  put  to  sea.  After  a  very  rough  passage 
we  reached  Stangate  creek,  below  Sheerness,  where 
we  lay  quarantine  for  fifty  days,  yet  all  of  us  in  good 
health.  I  then  for  the  first  time  for  six  years  wrote 
to  my  poor  father  and  mother,  which  much  surprised 
them,  having  heard  by  a  gentleman  from  Leghorn, 
who  said  he  had  been  told  by  the  English  consul 
there  that  I  was  dead.  My  letter  was  answered  by 
return  of  post ;  and  when  I  had  read  my  mother's 
letter,  and  found  they  were  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, 1  went  immediately  to  the  captain  and  showed 
him  it.  When  he  had  read  it,  he  called  me  to  him, 
and  said,  Bill,  my  lad,  I  perceive  by  this  letter  that 
you  have  good  and  kind-hearted  parents ;  if  it  is 
agreeable  to  you  I  will  answer  this  letter  myself,  and 
promise  to  see  you  safe  on  the  coach,  as  your  mother 
wishes  you  to  leave  London  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
consented,  and  as  early  as  it  could  be  made  conve- 
nient, the  captain  and  the  owner  of  the  ship  went  with 
m^  to  the  Saracen's  Head  coach-office,  and  was  soon  at 
my  parents  fireside,  where  no  one  was  more  welcome. 

As  I  promised  my  readers  to  acquaint  them  what 
became  of  the  poor  black  cook  that  we  left  sick  at 
Milford  Haven,  I  will  do  so.  One  night  I  was  relating 
to  my  parents  and  a  few  friends  the  dreadful  dangers 
I  bad  met  with,  and  the  cruelty  of  the  captain  during 
my  time  at  sea,  my  poor  mother,  with  tears  in  her 
eyes,  told  me  she  had  heard  that  the  cook  was  dead. 

I  have  now,  kind  readers,  come  to  the  end  of  my 
tale,  and  I  hope  you  will  forgive  any  illiterate  re- 
marks herein,  being  but  a  very  indifferent  scholar. 

J.    STOREY,    PftlWTEB,    LEEDS. 


SERIOUS    THOUGHTS    CONCERNING 
GODFATHERS  AND  GODMOTHERS. 


I.  In  the  ancient  church,  when  baptism  was  ad- 
ministered, there  were  usually  two  or  more  sponsors 
(so  Tertullian  calls  them,  a  hundred  years  after  the 
death  of  St.  John)  for  every  person  to  be  baptised. 
As  there  were  witnesses  before  God  and  the  Church,  of 
the  solemn  engagement  those  persons  then  entered  into 
so  they  undertook  (as  the  very  word  implies)  to  watch 
over  their  souls  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  instruct,  ad- 
monish, exhort,  and  build  them  up  in  the  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints.  Tliese  were  considered  as  a  kind 
of  spiritual  parents  to  the  baptized,  whether  they  were 
infants  or  at  man's  estate ;  and  were  expected  to  supply 
whatever  spiritual  helps  were  wanting,  either  through 
the  death  or  neglect  of  the  natural  parents. 

II.  These  have  been  retained  in  the  Christian  church 
from  the  earliest  times,  as  the  reason  for  them  was  the 


same  in  all  ages.  In  our  church  they  are  termed  by  a 
proper  and  expressive  name,  Godfathers  and  Godmothers. 
And  it  is  appointed,  ^'That  there  shall  be  for  every  male 
"  child  to  be  baptized,  two  Godfathers  and  one  God- 
'*  mother ;  and  for  every  female  one  Godfather  and  two 
"  Godmothers." 


III.  But  it  is  objected  against  these, 

1.  That  there  is  no  mention  of  Godfathers  and  God 
mothers  in  Scripture. 

2.  That  many  undertake  this,  without  ever  considering 
what  they  undertake,  or  once  seriously  thinking  how  to 
perform  it. 

3.  That  no  serious  man  would  undertake  it,  because 
it  is  impossible  to  perform  it. 

IV.  I  answer,  first,  it  is  undoubtedly  true.  Godfathers 
and  Godmothers  are  not  mentioned  in  Scripture.  And 
therefore  it  cannot  be  said  they  are  absolutely  necessary, 
or  that  Baptism  cannot  be  administered  without  them ;, 
but  yet  it  may  be  said  they  are  highly  expedient.  For 
when  they  are  prudently  chosen,  they  may  be  of  un- 
speakable use  to  the  persons  baptized,  and  a  great  relief 
and  comfort  to  the  parents  of  them. 

V.  I  answer,  secondly,  it  is  too  true,  that  many  under- 
take this  solemn  office,  without  ever  considering  what 
they  undertake  ;  giddy,  ignorant  persons,  (if  not  openly 
vicious) who  never  once  seriously  think  how  to  perform  it. 
But  whose  fault  is  this  ?  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  church, 
which  carefully  guards  against  this  very  thing,  by  order- 
ing, "  That  none  but  communicants  be  admitted  to  be 
^'  Godfathers  or  Godmothers."  Now  communicants  we 
may  presume  to  be  serious  persons,  who  will  both  con- 
sider and  perform  what  they  undertake.  It  is  altogether 
the  fault  of  those  foolish  parents  who  will,  on  any  ac~ 


count  whatever,  either  desire  or  suffer  those  to  be  sponsors 
for  their  children,  that  do  not  take  care  of  their  own 
souls.  It  is  these  inconsiderate  and  cruel  men,  who 
have  no  compassion  for  their  own  flesh,  that  deprive 
their  children  of  all  the  benefits  of  this  wise  institution, 
and  bring  a  scandal  on  the  institution  itself  by  their 
wicked  abuse  of  it. 

VI.  For,  thirdly,  there  is  no  reason  why  any  truly 
serious  man  should  scruple  to  undertake  the  office.  For 
if  you  suppose  Godfathers  and  Godmothers  undertake 
what  is  impossible  to  perform,  you  entirely  mistake ;  and 
your  mistake  lies  here  :  you  think  they  undertake  what 
they  do  not.  Do  not  you  think,  the  sponsors  themselves 
undertake  or  promise,  that  the  child  shall  '^  renounce 
*'  the  devil  and  all  his  works,  constantly  believe  God's 
"  holy  word,  and  obediently  keep  his  commandments  ?" 
Whereas,  in  truth,  they  neither  undertake  nor  promise 
any  such  thing,  when  they  answer,  "  I  renounce  them 
all:  this  I  stedfastly  believe:  I  will,"  (obediently  keep 
God's  holy  will  and  commandments.)  They  promise 
nothing  at  all;  they  engage  for  nothing:  it  is  another 
person  that  promises  all  this.  Whatever  is  then  promised 
or  undertaken,  it  is  not  by  them,  but  by  the  child.  It 
is  his  part,  not  theirs :  so  the  church  tells  you  expressly  ; 
*^This  infant  must,  for  his  part,  promise."  It  is  he 
promises  in  these  words,  not  they.  So  again,  '^  This 
"  child  hath  promised — to  renounce  the  devil ;  to  believe 
''  in  God,  and  to  serve  him." 

VII.  What  then  is  your  part,  who  are  sponsors  for  him  ? 
This  likewise  is  expressly  told  you :  ''  It  is  your  part  to 
•^  see  that  this  infant  be  taught,  so  soon  as  he  shall  be 
"  able  to  learn,  what  a  solemn  vow,  promise  and  profes- 
*'  sion,  he  hath  here  made  by  you.  Ye  shall  call  upon 
"  him  to  hear  sermons,  and  shall  provide  that  he  mav. 


"  learn  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer^  and  the  Ten  com- 
"  mandments,  and  all  other  things  which  a  Christian 
*'  ought  to  know  and  believe  to  his  soul's  health ;  and 
'^  that  this  child  may  be  virtuously  brought  up,  to  lead 
'^a  godly  and  Christian  life." 

VIII.  Can  any  thing  then  be  plainer,  than  what  you  do 
not,  and  what  you  do  undertake  ?  You  do  not  under- 
take, that  he  shall  renounce  the  devil  and  serve  God  : 
this  the  baptized  himself  undertakes.  You  do  undertake 
to  see  that  he  be  taught  what  things  a  Christian  ought  to 
know  and  believe.  And  what  is  there  in  this,  which  is 
impossible — which  any  serious  person  may  not  perform  ? 

TX.  If,  then,  you  that  are  parents  will  be  so  wise  and 
kind  to  your  children,  as  to  wave  every  other  considera- 
tion, and  to  choose  for  their  sponsors  those  persons 
alone  who  truly  fear  and  serve  God :  If  some  of  you, 
who  love  God,  and  love  one  another,  agree  to  perform 
this  office  of  love  for  each  other's  children :  and  if  all 
you  who  undertake  it,  perform  it  faithfully,  with  all  the 
wisdom  and  power  God  hath  given  you  :  what  a  founda- 
tion of  holiness  and  happiness  may  be  laid,  even  to  your 
latest  posterity  !  Then  it  may  justly  be  hoped,  that  not 
only  you  and  your  house,  but  also  the  children  which 
shall  be  born,  shall  serve  the  Lord. 
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